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UNIT-I

POETRY

MAYAANGELOU–PHENOMENALWOMAN

PhenomenalWomanisalyricalpoemthatsendsoutanimportantmessagetotheworld

ofconventionandstereotype:empowermentcomesfrombeingconfidentinyourownfemale

skin.MayaAngeloupublishedthispoemin1978whenitappearedinAndStillIRise,a

collectionofpowerfulpoemsthatsetmanyanoppressedwomanfree.

AnalysisofPhenomenalWomanStanzaByStanza

Stanza1

It'sinterestingtonotethatthepeoplethisphenomenalwomanwantstoaddressinitially

areprettywomen.Thereasonwhyissoonrevealed-thespeakerisplainlookingherself,she's

notcuteorslenderorfashionableinshape,butinsidesheknowsshehasthoseprettywomen

askingquestionsthataredifficulttoanswer.

Alreadythespeakerhasasecretandalthoughshecan'trevealall,shecantellthepretty

onesaboutherownphysicalattributes.It'stodowiththereach,span,strideandcurl-whatis

withinhergrasp,thefullextentofherwomanhood,thedecisivewayshegetsabout,theallureof

hersmile.Theprettyonescan'tquitebelievewhattheyhearbutmakenomistake,thisisthe

speaker'soneandonlytruth.

Stanza2

Nextuparethemenwhoareinstinctivelydrawntothephenomenalwoman,someeven
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starttoworshipher,orelsecannotsustainastandingposition.There'sasortofspellcastover

thesemaleswhoactashoneybeesaroundthehive.

Thereischemistryatworkhereandthereasonwhythemenareallabuzz?It'sthefire,

flash,swingandjoy-thepassionateheatasshelooksatthem,thegleamingwhitesetbehindthe

smile,thesensualityandsexuality,theenthusiasmofthedance.

Despitenotbeingwhatsocietythinkssheshouldbe-ideallybeautiful-thephenomenal

womancanattracttheoppositesextohersimplybyenteringaroom.

Stanza3

Concentratingonthemaleofthespeciesagain,thespeakerperceivesthateventheycan't

puttheirfingeronjustwhythey'resoattractedbythisphenomenalwoman.

Theycanoglealltheywant,butthisfemale'ssecretishiddeninside,itaren’tvisibleon

theexterior.Orisit?It'sinthearch,sun,rideandgrace-thewaythespineisstrongyet

beautifullyshaped,thepowerofasmile,life-affirming,thewayherbosom iscarried,

comfortably,thesmootheasewithwhichshemanageslife.Coulditbethemenarelookingfor

somethingthatcannotbeidentifiedwiththesenses?Couldthisbethephenomenalwoman's

spirit,heressence,herinnerbeing?

Stanza4

Inadirectappealtothereader,thespeakerlaysitonthelineandattemptstoclarifyall

thathasgoneoninthepreviousthreestanzas.Shecanholdherheadhighbecauseofwhatsheis:

proudofbeinganindividualwithouttheneedtokowtowtosocietyanditsfalsestereotypes,its
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ideaofwhatabeautifulfemaleshouldlikeandaspiretobe.

It'stheclick,bend,palmandneed-thewaysheisfullofenergyandverve,thewayshe

letsherhairfallnaturally,heropenandhonestapproachtolife,thewayhercompassionate

natureisanecessarything.

Thephenomenalwoman'shumilityandrespectforother'sspace,herdignityandinner

strengthmeanshedoesn'thavetoadvertiseherqualitiesorbebrashandpopular.No.Her

essence,herwellbeing,goesfardeeper

JUDITHWRIGHT-WOMANTOMAN

JudithWrightwasaprolificAustralianpoet,critic,andshort-storywriter,whopublished

morethan50books.Wrightwasalsoanuncompromisingenvironmentalistandsocialactivist

campaigningforAboriginallandrights.Shebelievedthatthepoetshouldbeconcernedwith

nationalandsocialproblems.Shediedattheageof85.ThepoemWomantoManisaboutthe

fearofawomaningivingbirthtoachild.Itclearlyexhibitsthepsycheorthefearofapregnant

woman.Thepoemopenswiththedescriptionofthechild,afoetus.Thewoman,themother,is

anxiousaboutthechild.Shedescribesthechildasaneyelesslabourerthatgrowsinsidethe

darknessofherwomb.Sheholdsthechildinherwomb.Thefoetusissaidtobeshapelessand

selfless.Childbirthiscomparedwiththeresurrectionday.Thechildissafe,silentandswift

insideherwomb.Itisenthusiasticallyexpectingtoseetheworldorthelightoutsideitsmother’s

womb.
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Thechild,accordingtothemother,“isnochildwithachild’sface”.Thismightreferto

theidentitycrisisofaboriginesinAustraliaorcouldplainlymeanthatthemotherisunawareof

thegenderofthefoetus.They,thewomanandherhusband,havenotyetnamedthechild.They

bothexistwiththehopethatthechildwouldbringintotheirlives.Theycallthechildastheir

hunterandtheirchase.Thechild,tobeborn,wouldbecomethethirdmemberoftheirfamily.

Thechildistheproductofthestrengthofthemanandthefleshofherbreast.Thechildis

saidtobethecrystaloftheireyes,meaningtheirhopeandfaithoftheirposterityorfuture.The

childiscomparedwithanintricaterose.Thechildgivesthemparadoxicalnotionsoftheirlifein

future.Thechildisconsideredasthequestionandanswerandasthemakerandthemade.

Beingoptimisticaboutthechild’sfuturethepoemculminatesorconcludeswithanoteof

fear.Themothershuddersatthethoughtofthechild’sheadbuttingoutofherwomb,toseethe

lightreflectedbytheblade.Thisthreatmetaphoricallyinformsusaboutthemother’sfearasan

borigine,whosufferstheworldlylifeoncebeenexperiencedtoreality.

KISHWARNAHEED-IAMNOTTHATWOMAN

"Iamnotthatwoman"isafeministpoem,writtenbyKishwarNaheed.AsaIndo–

Pakistaniwoman,shehasdescribedtheplightofwomeninthirdworldcountriesinapoignant

way.Butthepoemisnotjustidlebroodingoverthefateofwomen;itisastrongdeclarationbya

womanwhohashadenoughandisnowpreparedtostandandbreakfreeofeverythingthat

shacklesher.Thepoem isarayofhopeandconfidencetowomen,withanempowering
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undertonethatwomenarecapableofrisingabovealltheshackles,iftheyhavethewillpower;

whilemockinglypointingfingersattheduplicityanddoubledealingsofamisogynisticsociety.

Poet:

KishwarNaheedisaUrdufeministpoet.ShewasbornandbroughtupinIndiaand

movedtoPakistanduringthePartition.ShesawthesufferingsofwomenduringthePartition

withherowneyes,whichleftadeepimpressiononherandinspiredhertobecomeafeminist.

Shehaswonseveralawardsforherpoems.

Thepoemopenswiththepoetsayingthatsheisnotthatwomanontheadvertisement

posted,whosellssocksandshoes.Sheremindsthementhatsheisthewomanwhommenhidin

stonewalls,whiletheyroamedfreelikethebreeze.But,thepoetsaysthatthemendidnotknow

thathervoicecouldn'tbestoppedbythestone.

Thisstanzapointstothehypocrisyofmen.Theyenjoythesightofbeautifulwomenon

theadvertisementposted,butkeepwomenoftheirfamilyconfinedinthehouse.Theytreat

actressesascheapwomenandthewomenoftheirfamilyas"good,cultured"women.Thisshows

theirdoublestandards.Also,theythemselvesroamfreelywithoutanyrestrictions,whilethey

restrictwomentothehouse,allinthenameofprotectingthem.Thepoetpicksthishypocrisyof

menandboldlydeclaresthatthemendidnotknowthathervoicecouldnotbestoppedbystone,

meaningthattherestrictionsdidnotstopherfromrisingquestionsanddemandingherfreedom.

Next,thepoetsaysthatsheisthewomanwhothemencrushedundertheweightof

customsandtraditions,meaningthatmenusedcustomsandtraditionstomakewomensuffer.
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But,themendidnotknowthatlightcannotbehiddenindarkness,meaningthatherknowledge,

skillsandconfidencecouldnotbekepthiddenbytradition,justbecauseshewasawoman.She

remindsmenthattheyhadpickedflowersfromherlapandplantedthornsandembers,meaning

themenextractedallgoodandpositivethingsfromher,whilegivingheronlybadandnegative

thingsinreturn.Thepoetsaysthatthemendidnotknowthatherfragrancecouldnotbe

smotheredbychains,meaningthatjustasfragrancefromaflowercan'tbetiedbychains,

similarlyshealsocannotbetieddownbycustoms.

Thepoetnextsaysthatsheisthewomanwhowastradedasanobjectini.e.,boughtand

sold.Thisatrocitywasdoneinthenameofherownchastity.Herethepoetisspeakingaboutthe

customofarrangedmarriageanddowry,wheredaughtersaresoldtotherichestandmost

prestigiousfamiliesalongwithahugesumofdowry.Thistraditionisdefendedsayingthatitis

donetoprotectthechastityofwomenandkeepthempure.Thefeelingsandemotionsofthe

womangettingmarriedarenottakenintoconsiderationatall.Thepoetsaysthatmendidnot

knowthatshehadtheabilitytowalkonwaterwhilesheappearedtobedrowning.Thismeans

thatherabilitytocontinueprogressinginherlifedespiteseveralrestrictionswillappearlikea

miracletomen.

Inthepenultimatestanza,thepoetsaysthatsheisthewomanwhowasmarriedoffina

hurry,togetridofaburden.Sheisagainreferringtothecustomofarrangedmarriage,wherein

parentstreattheirowndaughterasaburdenwhichshouldbegotridof.Theymarryofftheir

daughterinahurryandfeelthattheyhavecompletedtheirresponsibilityandgotridofaburden.
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Theparentsdonottaketheirdaughter'sopinioninthatmatter.Thedaughterisaliability

forherparents,notaloveablechild.Thepoetsaysthattheparentswhodothismustknowthata

nationofcaptivemindscanneverbefree.Itimpliesthatanationwhichisfullofnarrowminded

andbackwardpeoplecanneverbetrulyfreeorindependent.Theparentsmaythinkthattheyare

freeoncetheyhavemarriedofftheirdaughter,butinrealitytheyaretheprisonersoftheirown

smallmindsandnarrow thinking.Also,anationfilledwithsuchpeoplecanneverbe

independentandprosperous,eventhoughitmaybefreefromforeignrule.Here,thepoetseems

tobetakingadigattheapparentfreedomofthesubcontinentfromBritishrule.

Lastly,thepoetsaysthatsheisthecommoditywhowastradedinherchastity,

motherhoodandloyalty.Shemeansthatalltheseidealswereforceduponherbythepatriarchal

society.Shewasjustacommoditytobetradedbetweentwofamilies.Chastitywasexpectedof

her,motherhoodwasforceduponherandloyaltywasimposedonher.Herowndesireswere

nevertakenintoaccount.Andallthiswasdonetomakeheragoodandculturedwomaninfront

ofthesociety.Awomanisexpectedtobeloyaltoherhusbandthroughoutherlifeandisoften

forcedtobecomeamotheratayoungage,evenwhenshedoesn'twishto.Theonlyrespectable

statusconferreduponwomeninapatriarchalsocietyisthatofaloyalandchastewifeanda

mother.Theindividualityofwomenissuppressedandtheyaretreatedascommoditieswith

certainspecifications.Thepoetsaysthatshehasenoughofitnow,itishertimetoflowerfree.

Shemeansthatshewillnowspringforwardwithconfidenceandwillblossomfreelyinlifelikea

flower,withoutcaringaboutanycustomortradition.
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Thelastlineofthepoemisagainasatiricaldigatthefalsevirtuousnatureofmen,asthe

poetsaysthatsheisnotthehalfnakedwomanontheposter,sellingsocksandshoes.

Analysis:

Thepoemissuretopullattheheartstringsofitsreadersandmakethemsympathizewith

thewomenwholivesucharestrictedlife,whileapplaudingthecourageofthepoet.Itwillleave

aspecialprofoundimpactonwomenreadersfromtheEasterncountries.Thereliabilityofthe

poem,alongwiththedaringwordsofthepoetissuretogiveapushtotheconfidenceofwomen

andgivethemhopeinlife.

Conclusion:

Thus,itcanbeconcludedthatthepoem"Iamnotthatwoman"isanaptdescriptionof

thesadstateofwomenintheEasterncountries,whichalsopointsoutthedeceptivenessofthe

patriarchalsociety,besidesassertingthatwomencanbefreeofthisbunkum iftheyhave

confidenceinthemselves.Thepoemisrealisticandrelatableinitspinpointingofthevarious

suffocatingrulesofthepatriarchalsociety,whilealsogivingwomenahopeofabreathoffresh

air,iftheyhavetheaudacitytoquestionsocietyandbreakfreeofitshomburgnorms.

CAROLANNDUFFY-ORIGINALLY

"Originally"wasfirstpublishedinCarolAnnDuffy'scollectionofpoetrycalledTheOther

Country(1990).Itwaslaterreprintedinher2004collectionnamedNewSelectedPoems1984-

2004.CarolAnnDuffy's"Originally"isapoemabouttheexperienceofmovingtoanew



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

WOMEN’SWRITING

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

10

country.Inthispoem,thespeakerdescribesadjustingtoanewcountryafterinitiallynotwanting

tomoveawayfromhome.Thespeakeralsosuggeststhatovertime,peoplegrowaccustomedto

theirnewsurroundings.

Apoemaboutbeingaskedthisquestion… ‘wheredoyoucomefromoriginally?’This

poemisthefirstpoeminthebook‘TheOtherCountry’.Arguablythefirstpoeminabookis

usuallyakeypoemtoenticereaderstodelvefurther.Insimilarregardthefirststanzaofthat

poemismostimportant.

Thepoemisaboutthegriefofachildinleavingtheirfirsthomeinthecitytoaplacein

thecountry.Andthechildremembersthattimedearlyandthejourneyisbycar.Thechildisina

‘redroom’soitcouldbereferencetoaredcar.Achild’sroominahouseisveryimportantto

thatchild.Hernewhomeintransitassherideswithherparentscouldinfactrefertothespacein

thecar.‘Red’isahighlyemotivecolourforexampleacolourwhichpromotesangerinabull.

Thecarisalso‘falling’‘throughthefieldsasittravelspersonifyinggrieve.

Quiteclearlythereisagreatcontrastbetweentheemotionalstateofthechildandthejoy

expressedbyhermotherasthemothersingstothetuneofherhusband’sturningwheels.The

child’sbrothersappeartobeyoungerbutingreatsympathy.Andthecontrastisagain

highlightedbythebawlofthebrothersagainstthesongofthemother.Thebrothersdonot

actuallysay‘home,home’–the‘bawl,bawl’statesthismeaningthroughthesecries.Although

thecaristravellingawayfromthecity–intheeyesofthechildreneachmileawayisamile

backtotheiroriginalhome.Backtothecity,backtothestreet,backtotheiroriginalhomeand
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backtotheirpreciousfirstrooms.Theroomsarenowvacantwhichaddspoignancy.Againthere

isgreatcontrastinthetwodirectionsassociatedwiththechangeoflocation.Joyinonedirection

sorrowinanother.Itappearsthechildhassomethinginherhandsinthecartoremindherofher

room.Sheisholdingthe‘paw’(hand)ofherpreciousmutetoy-friend.Afriendthatis‘blind’to

thepredicamentofthejourney.

UNIT–II

PROSE

THEDAYTHEYBURNEDTHEBOOKS
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JeanRhys’“TheDayTheyBurnedtheBooks”iscenteredontheconflictofcultural

identity.ThenarratorandherfriendEddiearebothEnglishdescendingchildrengrowingupin

theCaribbean.ThenarratorisafullblownwhiteEnglishgirlwhileEddiehasanEnglishfather

andcoloredmother.Eddie’sfatherisobsessedwithhisEnglishheritageandexpectsEddietobe

too.Bothchildrenareunsureoftheirtrueculturalidentity.

WhenpeoplewhohadneverseenEnglandbeforetalkedaboutitaroundEddie,he

remainedsilent.Thisgavethenarratordoubtsabout‘home.’Eddieclaimsthathedoesnotlike

strawberriesordaffodils,whichareEnglish,eventhoughhisfatherconstantlytalksaboutthem.

Thenarratorstatesthatherrelationswiththefew‘real’Englishboysandgirlsshehadmetwere

awkward.ShesaysthatifshecalledherselfEnglish,shewastoldthatsheisnotEnglish,buta

horridcolonial.Bothchildrenwerealsoridiculedbytheblackchildren.Eddie’sfatherbuilta

roomontotheirhousetostorehisbooksfromEngland.Eddie’smotherhatedthisroom.When

Eddie’sfatherdied,Eddieclaimedtheroomandbooksashisown.

Oneday,Eddie’smotherandtheirhousekeeperMildredwentintotheroomandstarted

pullingbooksofftheshelvesandpilingthemintotwoheaps.Eddie’smotherplannedtoburn

oneofthepilesofbooks.Eddieandthenarratortriedtopreventthebooksfrombeingburnedby

bothofthemgrabbingandsavingone.

BothchildrenstrugglewiththeirculturalidentitybecausetheyhaveEnglishroots,butare

growingupintheCaribbean.EddiedoesnotwanttobeEnglishlikehisfather,butwhenhis

fatherdies,heisangryathismotherforburninghisfather’sEnglishbooks.Thosebooksare
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Eddie’sclosesttietobeingEnglishandhecherishesthem.HisfathertriestoforceanEnglish

identityuponhimwhilehismothertriestotakehisEnglishidentityaway.

JeanRhyshadsimilarlifeexperiencesasthenarratorandEddie.Shewasraisedin

Dominica,buthadaWelshfatherandCreolemother.ShefeltoutofplaceinDominica,but

estrangedfromherEuropeanroots.SinceRhyscanrelatetothecharactersinherstory,this

enabledhertobecomeaninfluentialwomen’swriterofthetwentiethcentury.

VIRGINIAWOOLF-SHAKESPEARE’SSISTER

“Shakespeare’sSister”wasastoryabouthowwomanaretreatedandwhattypesof

opportunitiestheyhavecomparedtomen.VirginiaWoolfdescribesastoryaboutShakespeare

andwhatifhehadasister.Whatkindoflifewouldshehave?Whatkindofeducationwouldshe

begiven?Wouldshebeaplaywrightlikeherbrotherwiththesamekindoftalent?

DuringthetimeofShakespeare,hissisterwouldliveinadifferentkindofworld

comparedtohermalebrother.Menwereallowedtowife-beat.Womenhadarrangedmarriages

fromthetimetheywereborn.Iftheyrefusedtobemarriedtotheirpickedhusband,theirfather

wouldbeatthem.Womenweremadetofeelliketheirthoughtswerestupidandthattheirideas

werenotvalued.

IfShakespearehadasister,shewouldbedeclinedfrommanythings.Shewouldnotbe

allowedtogotoschoolandlearnthethingsthathelearned.Shewouldnotbeallowedtoactand

learnthestage.Becausesheisawoman,sheisnotallowedintheatre.Shealsowouldnotbe
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allowedtoread,learn,orwrite.Shewouldbeexpectedtodohousework,followtherulesofher

family,anddotheactivitiesexpectedof“proper”woman.Hissisterwouldhavenochanceof

learningthemanythingsthatShakespearelearned.Therefore,ifShakespeare’ssisterlivedto

growupashedid,shewouldnotbeabletoexperiencethesamethingsbecauseofhergender

andwouldsuffer.

VirginiaWoolfdescribedherstoryofShakespeare’ssisterandwrotethatshewouldrun

awayfromherbetrothedtobeanactressandlivealifethatwouldbelookeddownuponby

everyone.Shewouldnotliveuptothegreatnessofherbrother.VirginiaWoolfencouragesthe

readersoftodaytogooutandaccomplishthingsforthewomanwhowerenotgrantedthesimple

freedoms.However,womanyearsagowereforcedtofollowthesamedailyplanseverydayand

dothemwithoutdisagreement.Todaywomanareallowedtohavedifferentopinionsandideas

andactontheirimpulses.Shewentagainsttherulesofacommonwomanandspokewhatshe

thoughtwasthetruth.

UNIT–III

SHORTSTORY

NADINEGORDIMER’SACORRESPONDENCECOURSE



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

WOMEN’SWRITING

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

15

PatHabermanhaslivedalonewithherdaughterHarrietinSouthAfricasinceherdivorce,

whenHarrietwasfive.Harrietearnedherdegreeattwentyandworksinaliteracyprogramfor

blacks.Patissecretarytothedeanofthemedicalschool.

OnedayHarrietreceivesaletterfromapoliticalprisoneratPretoriaCentralPrison.His

nameisRolandCarterandhehasreadanarticleHarrietpublishedcalled"Literacyandthe

Media."SheshowsthelettertoPat,whoencouragesHarriettorespond.Thecorrespondence

continuesformanymonths.Patbecomesvicariouslyinvolved;shetellsherfriendsaboutthe

correspondence,wondersifperhapsHarriethasmentionedherinherletters.

WordcomesthatRolandhasescapedfromprison,andPatisthrilledforhim.Buther

friendswarnhernottotalkaboutherconnectionwiththeprisoner.Fortheshorttimethatheisat

large,shelocksthedoorsandwindowsandbecomesfearful.WhenRolandinfactcomestothe

house,Patisovercomewithremorse,andblamesherselfforthedangerouspositionherdaughter

isin.

KATHERINEMANSFIELD-ANIDEALFAMILY

"AnIdealFamily"waswrittenbyKatherineMansfieldandfirstpublishedintheliterary

magazinetheSphereonAugust20,1921andlaterincorporatedintoTheGardenPartyandOther

Storiesin1922.SetinNew Zealand,possiblyinWellington,"AnIdealFamily"isan

examinationofself-worthwithinafamilysocialstructureasseenthroughtheeyesofanaging

patriarch.
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Mansfield,everthemodernist,oftenexperimentedwithstructureandnarrative.Althoughthe

storyappearsstructure-less,thethirdpersonnarrativeandtheinternalmonologueofthe

protagonist,Mr.Neave,centerstheplot’sprogressionaroundtheinnerstruggleofthemain

characterashecomestotermswithhispendingretirement.Thethirdpersonnarrativesupports

theplot,allowingthereaderanaerialviewofMr.Neave’scircumstancesaswellasintimate

accesstohisinnerthoughtsashenavigateslifeoutsideofhisoffice.Mr.Neave,asuccessful

businessman,isreluctanttoleavehisprofessionandonlysourceoftrueidentity.Hishomelifeis

dominatedbyhisfamily,whohebarelyrecognizesanymore,andhefeelsbothunwelcomeand

outofplaceintheirfrivolousworldofdinnersandparties.Mr.Neavepridedhimselfonhis

senseofdutyandcommittedworkethic,whichallowedforabourgeoislifeofluxuryforhimself

andhisfamily.NowMr.Neaveseeshiswifeandadultchildrenasifforthefirsttime,realizing

thathedoesnotknowthemaswellasheshouldandresentstheirdominatepresenceinhishome.

Lifehaspassedhimby.Heisolatedhimselffromhisfamilyinordertobuildhisbusiness,an

investmentthatenabledhimtosuccessfullyprovidedhisfamilywitheverythingtheydesired.

Nowthatheisofretirementage;however,hefindsheisaburdenathome,corralledbyhis

growndaughtersintodoingwhattheywantandcoddledbyhiswifewhoseemsonlypassingly

interestedinhiswellbeing.Mr.Neave’sself-worthissolelyinvestedinhisbusinessbutnowthat

thebalanceofworkandplayhasbeendisruptedbyhisfailinghealth,hefearsthelossofbothhis

identityasabusinessmanandthecollapseofhiscompanybyhisnegligentson,Haroldwho

lacksanysenseofdutyorfamilialresponsibility.
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Dutyandresponsibilityareimportantthemesintheoveralltext,usuallyinassociation

withacharacterlikeMr.Neavewhoprideshimselfonhisworkethic.Mr.Neavewasmotivated

toworkhardinordertosupporthisfamilyandtoaccommodatetheirextravagantlifestyle.Often

complimentedonhis“idealfamily,”Mr.Neavethoughtofhiswifeandchildrenasanextension

ofhissuccessinthebusinessworld.Havingreachedhisownhighstandardsheisdisappointed

byhischildren’slackofdisciplineandambition.Heisespeciallydisappointedinhisson,Harold.

MansfielduseseffeminatelanguagetodescribeHarold’sappearance.Mr.Neavethinks

hissonisunnaturallybeautifulforamanwithfulllipsandeyelashes.Somescholarsbelievethis

isanindicationofbisexuality,whichwouldhavebeenmostdistressingfromMr.Neave’s

conservativeviewpoint.Mr.NeavebelievesHaroldhasbeenoverlypettedandpamperedbythe

womeninhislife,especiallybyhismotherandsisters.Asaresulthehasadoptedacareless

attitudetowardbusinessandprefersaleisurelyexistenceindirectconflictwithhisfather’spoint

ofview.HowthencanMr.NeaveleavehisbusinesstoHaroldingoodconsciousnessnot

knowingifitwillremainsuccessful?Ifthebusinessfails,whowillsupporthisfamily?Similarly

noneofhisdaughtersaremarriedorseeminterestedinleavinghishomeorstartingafamilyof

theirown.TheyseemcontentlivingwithoneanotherandtheirmotherwhileMr.Neavepaysfor

theirparties,horses,sports,andseasidevacations.

Genderrelationsin"AnIdealFamily"areveryinteresting.Mansfieldhasatalentfor

realismandmasterfullyillustratesvariouspointsofviewonmarriageandfamilyinhercollected

works.Sheisespeciallyadeptatcreatingsympathyforcharacters,likeMr.Neavewhowould
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otherwiseseemsunsavoryintheeyesoftheoppositesex.Preoccupiedwithhiswork,Mr.Neave

leavesthemanagementofhishometohiswifeandadultdaughters.Indoingsoherelinquishes

anyauthorityinthehomeandoncehesuccumbstotheinevitabilityofage,hisfamilyhasno

seniorplaceforhiminthehome.Heisadmonishedbyhisdaughterforwalkinghomealoneand

overalongdistance,suggestingthatheistoooldtodoso.Hiswifesupportsthisdecision

momentarilybutdoesnotarguethepoint.Insteadshegreetsherhusbandandalthoughtheysit

sidebysideitisclearthatsheistheheadofthehouseholdandheaguest.Theirrelationshipis

stiltedandalmostimpersonal.Mr.Neave,similarly,feelsdisconnectedfromhisdaughterswho

heissurprisedtoseehavegrownintoverydifferentwomenincomparisontotheirbehavioras

children.Heiseasilybulliedbythemtodressfordinnerandisjustaseasilyforgottenbythem

whenhefallsasleepinhisroom.DespiteMr.Neave’sgreatestattemptstoprovehimself-worthy

ofhisfamily’sattentionandadmiration,hisphysicalexhaustionoutweighshisintentionsandhe

fallsasleeptwiceinashortamountoftime.

Feelingbothlostandunappreciatedwithinhisfamilyunit,Mr.Neaveretreatsintosleep

anddreamsofanoldmanwalkingupanendlessflightofstairs.Thissurrealimageryisusedto

symbolizeMr.Neave’sgrowinganxietyabouthisretirementandtheuneasehefeelsaboutthe

lifehehasled.PerhapsMr.Neavefeelshehasfailedhisfamilybyputtinghisbusinessfirst.Mr.

Neavefindsitdifficulttodistinguishhimselffromhisworkandnowthathewilleventually

spendmostofhistimeathome,hefindsthatheisdreadingthetransitionandfearshehasno

placeofhonorwithinhisfamily’ssocialstructure.YetMr.NeavebelievesHaroldwillbethe
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deathofhisbusiness,whichinturnwillputastoptohisfamily’scomfortablelifestyle.Inorder

tomaintainthestatusquohewillhavetocontinuetowork.Althoughhetakesgreatprideinhis

job,Mr.Neavealsorecognizeshislimitationsduetoageandliketheoldmanhedreadsthe

drudgeryofcontinuingtolivealifeofself-imposedisolation.LikeSisyphusofGreek

mythologythatwasforcedtoeternallyrollastoneupahill,Mr.Neavewillcarryonashehas

alwaysdonebecausehefeelshehasnootherchoice.

ALICEMUNROE‘STHEPHOTOGRAPHER

LivesofGirlsandWomenisashortstorycyclebyCanadianauthorAliceMunro,first

publishedin1971.ThisseriesofinterconnectedshortstoriescentersaroundawomannamedDel

JordanasshegrowsupinthesmallSouthernOntariotownofJubilee.Anoutsiderdissatisfied

withsmalltownlifeandlookingtodistanceherselffromhermother–whoshe’smorelikethan

she’dprefertoadmit–thestoriesfollowherasshematuresandexplorestheworldoutside

Jubilee.

Centeringalmostentirelyaroundfemalecharacterswithonlyafewmalecharacters,itis

consideredoneofthebestworksoffeministCanadianliterature.Exploringthemesofgrowing

up,thecomplexrelationshipbetweenmothersanddaughters,andtheissueswomenfacein

society,LivesofGirlsandWomenisconsideredoneofMunro’smostimpressiveworks.Itwas

adaptedintoaCanadiantelevisionmoviein1994,starringTanyaAllenasDel.

LivesofGirlsandWomenistoldthroughaseriesofshortstories,eachchroniclinga
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differentkeymomentinDel’slifeasshegrowsfromayounggirlintowomanhood.Thefirst

section,“TheFlatsRoad”,introducesDelandhersmallprairietownofJubilee.Sheliveswith

herparents,heryoungerbrother,andherUncleBenny(whoisnotactuallyarelative,butliving

withthefamilyafterhisdivorce)inasmallcountryhomeontheoutskirtsoftown.Uncle

Benny’splightisthefirstexperienceDelhaswithseeingsomeone’slifefallapart,anditgives

heramoreskepticaloulookontheworld.Thesecondstory,“HeirsoftheLivingBody”,focuses

onDel’slifeasherworldbeginstoexpand.Shegetstoknowpeoplebeyondherimmediate

family,asmorerelativesvisit.Inparticular,herauntsseemtohaveanegativeattitudeand

discourageherfromtakinganychancesandhopingforanythingbeyondday-to-daysurvival.

Shecontinuestotrytofindherownplaceinthefamily,thetown,andthelargerworld.

Thethirdstory,“PrincessIda”,focusesonDel’smotherAddie.Addieisadoor-to-door

salesperson,hawkingencyclopedias.Sheenjoysherjobbecauseitgivesherfreedomandhelps

herunderstandtheworldinarationalway.Delandhermotherspendsummersinthemaintown

ofJubilee,andDelhascometobothloveandhatetheplace.Del’smothersharesherown

humbleupbringingwithherdaughter,andDellearnsthathermotherwassexuallyabusedby

Dell’suncleBill.Billisstillinthetown,andlaterinthisstoryvisitsDelandAddie.Thisforever

changesthewayDelviewsbothherfamilyandhertown,whohavekeptsuchaterriblesecretall

thistime.

Thefourthstory,“AgeofFaith”,tacklesthequestionofreligioninsmalltownCanada.

InJubilee,attendingchurchisasmuchasocialaffairasareligiousone,anditilluminatesthe
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distinctionbetweenthetown’sin-crowdandtheoutcasts.Peoplegotochurchtobeseenbythe

restofthetown,andassuch,thechurchisoftenabuzzwithtalkofwho’sthereandwhatthey’re

wearing,withfaithaforgottensubject.Delisseekingagreaterunderstandingofreligion,and

attendsonechurchafteranothertryingtofindmeaning.Shewindsupenjoyingthetheaterof

religiouspractice,butisstillsearchingformeaning.

“ChangesandCeremonies”concentratesonDel’sfirstcrushonaclassmate.Thisboy,

FrankWales,occupiesDel’sattentionforawhile.However,thesuddendeathofherteacher,

MissFarris,soonchangesthetownforever.ItbecomesclearerandclearertoDelthatthetownis

keepingmanysecrets,andJubileeisnotthefriendly,wholesomeplaceitseems.Shegetsolder,

andinthetitularstory,“LivesofGirlsandWomen”,shemeetsthemanwhowillbecomeher

firstlover.ThisisArtChamberlain,aworkeratthelocalradiostation.He’salreadyinvolved

withanotherwoman,FernDogherty.Del’sfirstrelationshipisfilledwithturmoilandis

passionate,butinappropriate.In“Baptism”,shefindsahealthierrelationshipintheformof

GarnetFrench,acharismaticandworldlyman.ThisconcludingstoryseesDelundergoarebirth,

asshebeginsherlifeasanadult.

Finally,“Epilogue:ThePhotographer”,catchesupwithDelasanadultandshowsthat

she’sbecomeasuccessfulwriterwhohasbroadenedherhorizonsoutsideJubilee.Theepilogue

toLivesofGirlsandWomenbeginsbytalkingaboutsuicides.“Thistownisrifewithsuicides,”

Delwouldoftenhearhermothersay.ThoughwhenshegrewupDelfiguredthathermotherwas

wrongandthatJubileecouldn’thavemoresuicidesthanthestatisticalaverage,hermothercould
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certainlygoawhilenamingthemenandwomenwho’dkilledthemselvesovertheyears(which,

sinceDelisprobablyrightaboutthestatisticalaverage,meansthiscanallbeverybleak).Del

settlesontwo,thetwobydrowning,bringingusbacktotheterrifyingclimaxin“Baptism.”It

alsotakesusbackto“ChangesandCeremonies,”wherewealreadyreadaboutMissFarris’s

suicidebydrowning.Nowwehearabitaboutseventeen-year-oldMarionSherriff’s.

Marionwasawonderfultennisplayerinthehighschool,sogreat,infact,thattheyhave

atrophynamedafterherwhichtheygivetothebestgirlathleteintheschool.Eachyearthe

winninggirl’snameisengravedonthetrophywhichisthenputbackinacaseattheschool.

WhydidMarioncommitsuicide?Wasshepregnant,asmanysuspect?Andwhatisthefateof

theseothergirls?ThatquestionlingersinthebookentitledLivesofGirlsandWomen,whereso

manyofthewomenaredrowning,eveniftheyarestillwalkingaroundondryground.

That’snotwherethisepiloguegoesexplicitly.Rather,Delfocusesonherfirstattemptsat

writingstories.Thatsaid,IthinkthisisMunro’swayofsuggestingjusthowimportantitistoget

atthoseotherstories,theonesthatappearnondescript,theonesthatmightlookboringatfirst,

theonesthatresultfromDel’sepiphany:People’slives,inJubileeaselsewhere,weredull,

simple,amazingandunfathomable— deepcavespavedwithkitchenlinoleum.InDel’sfirst

attemptatwritinganovelshefocusesontheSherrifffamilybecausemanyintown,including

hermother,alwayssaid,“Well,thereisafamilythathashaditsshareofTragedy!”

Mariondiedbydrowning,herbrotherdiedanalcoholic,andanotherbrotherisinthe

asylumatTupperton— “IpickedontheSherrifffamilytowriteabout;whathadhappenedto
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themisolatedthem,splendidly,doomedthemtofiction.”

Inthisbook,Marion’snamehasbeenchangedtoCaroline,whichhasaromanticsound.

Asweseethefollowinglengthy,butimportantandextremelywellcraftedpassage,thereal

Mariondisappearsquicklyintothismoreromanticgirloffiction:

Inthenovel,amysteriousphotographercomestothehighschool:

Thepictureshetookturnedouttobeunusual,evenfrightening.Peoplesawthatinhis

picturestheyhadagedtwentyorthirtyyears.Mostpeoplefearhim,yetCarolinerunsafterhim.

Thisisthemanshefallsfor,themanwhoimpregnatesher.Then,onedayshefindshiscar

overturnedinaditch,empty.Shewalkstoherdeathintheriver.Caroline’sbrotherintheasylum

receivesthephotographtakenofCaroline:hereyeswerewhite.ThisistheolderDelrecalling,

withsomedegreeofembarrassment,herfirstjabsatnarrative:

“Ihadnotworkedoutalltheimplicationsofthismyself,butfelttheywerevariedand

powerful.”Ofcourse,Caroline’sstoryhasabsolutelynothingtodowiththeSherriff’sreallife;

it’sderivedfromDel’sownexperiencesinthelibrary.Yetthereissomeconnectiontoreality.

ThisstillcomesfromJubilee,aplaceDellooksdownonassheturnsitintoher“blackfable.”

Then,onedayshegoesonawalktoseeifherexamresultshavearrived.Theyhaven’t,

butshepassestheSherriff’syardandBobbySherriff,homefromtheasylumforwhoknowshow

long,inviteshertocomeinsitdownforsomecake.Dellooksaroundandseesalltheordinary

items:“Theordinarinessofeverythingbroughtmeupshort,mademeremember.Thiswasthe

Sherriff’shouse.”Sheisstruckbytheseitems.SheseesthedoorframethatMarionwalked
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throughonherwayeverywhere,includingtotheriver.ThisiswhereIthinkthestorycomes

backtothefateofallthoseothergirlsonthattrophy“suchquestionspersist,inspiteofnovels.”

Theordinary,themundane,thequotidian:that’swhereDel— that’swhereMunro— dwells

whenshebecomesawriter.Shemakeslistsoftheordinary,though“nolistcouldholdwhatI

wanted,forwhatIwantedwaseverylastthing,everylayerofspeechandthought,strokeoflight

onbarkorwalls,everysmell,pothole,pain,crack,delusion,heldstillandheldtogether—

radiant,everlasting.”

Thisisanexceptionalendingforatleasttworeasons:first,itushersDel—and,withher,

Munrointohervocationasawriter;and,second,itistheculminationofeverythingwe’veread

beforeasweexplored,bywayofsomanydifferentavenues,thelivesofgirlsandwomen.The

lastpieceinthebook,LivesofGirlsandWomen,indicateswhyAliceMunrodeservestobe

calledsublime.

Aboveall,thereisherconcernwithhumility.In“Epilogue:ThePhotographer,”Munro

mentionshowatonepointinherlife,Delviewedeverythinghermothersaid“withskepticism

anddisdain.”Thereaderislefttojudge,givenwhatwehavereadintheprevioussevenstories,if

Delhasgrownbeyondthatstage,oratleasthasgrownintostrugglingwiththatattitude.Del’s

motherispresentineverystory—sometimesbrave,sometimesfoolish,andalways,completely,

deeplyhuman.TheadultDeltreatshergently,allthewhiletellinguswhatthecritical,

unforgiving,adolescentDelthought.Twothingsstaywithme:Del’senormous,delicate

understandingofhermother’sdifficultupbringingandDel’sidentificationwithhermother’s



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

WOMEN’SWRITING

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

25

fierceintellectualambition.WhenDeltellsusshehadbeendisdainfulofhermotheratonepoint,

Ithinkweseethebookisproofthisisaschoolofthoughtfromwhichshehasgraduated.

Inherstories,Munroprivilegesvariouspointsofviewaboveherown:weunderstand

bothDelandhermother;weunderstandFernandNaomi;weunderstandGarnetandJerryStory;

weunderstandMissFarrisandMr.Boyce.Weunderstandthateachlifehasitspush-pull

struggle.Abovethat,Munrodoesnotintrude.

This“epilogue”alsotellsthestoryofanencounterDelhadat18withBobbySherriff,the

localguywhohadbeeninandoutoftheasylum.BobbyinvitesDelontohisporchtohavesome

teaandcake.ThisencounterprovokesinDelavarietyofrevelationsaboutthenatureofwriting.

Thereaderadmiressuchhonesty—thatDelcanadmitwhatsheusedtobelike,thatshethought

itwasherduetobeadmiredorwishedwell.Nowshecanindicatewhatsheshouldhavebeen

like,andMunrooffersthisapologiaforDel;astheverylastwordsinherbook,sheoffersa

tributetohumility.

Duringthismorning“tea”withBobbySherriff,Delrealizesthatthegothicnovelshehad

beenwritingabouthisfamilywasafailure.Some“damagehadbeendone.”Shemeansshe

knowsthenovelisafailure.Shedoesnotexplainpreciselywhatthedamagewas,exceptthatwe

knowshehasfictionalizedmanyofthedetailsofSherrifffamilystory,andsheknows,too,that

whilesheusedtofeelthestoryshehadwrittenwas“true,”shedidn’texactlyknowwhatthat

truthwas.

Perhapsthetruthwas“IdidnotpaymuchattentiontotherealSherriffs.”Perhapsthereal
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truthwas,assherealizedintime,“theordinarinessofeverything”iswhatmatteredratherthan

usingrealitytocreateaclevertakeormakeofrealpeoplea“blackfable.”Slowly,Del,the

writer,islearningtheusesofwriting— nottobeclever,andnottogetrevenge,butinstead

writingshouldrepresent“everylastthing.”Itiseverylastthingand“everylayerofspeechand

thought”thatshouldbe“radiant”and“everlasting.”Itiswhatisrepresentedthatisimportant,

nottheauthor.

AnotherfaceofthesublimeinAliceMunrohastodowithheruseofautobiographical

detail.Thewritingissoplain-spoken,sounderstated,andsoproperlyelliptical,thatMunro

herselfisashadowinthebackground.Forinstance,in“Epilogue”MunroopenswithDel’s

motherremarking,“Thistownisrifewithsuicides.”Severalsuicidesarerecounted.Delfocuses

onthedeathofMarionSheriff,oneofwhosebrothersdiedanalcoholicandtheotherspentalot

oftimeinthelocalasylum.Deltellshowhermother’sboarderthoughtthatasuicideat

seventeenmustbebecauseofpregnancy.Theboarderasks,“Otherwise,whydrownyouat

seventeen?”

Thatquestionisnotanswered.Instead,Delshiftsimmediatelytotalkingabouthow“the

onlythingtodowithmylifewaswriteanovel.”Buttheideaofsuicideisintheair— without

books,withoutwriting,whatwouldlifebe?Ontheonehand,thereisthelifeofthemind,andon

theother,somethingasblank,somethingasblack,perhaps,astheWawanashRiver.ButMunro

doesnotsaythat.Sheleavesyoutothinkit.ThatkindofshiftisordinaryinMunro,andthe

readeristrustedtoreadbetweentheshifts,toreadintothejuxtapositions.Thatissublime.
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AllofLivesofGirlsandWomenistruetothatgoalofeverylastthing“heldstilland

heldtogether.”Justtopickonethreadfrommany,Iwanttolookathowsheviewswritingit,

sincewritingisthetopicofthe“Epilogue”andalsothetopicofitsArsPoetica.Writingand

readingcompriseavastterraininLivesofGirlsandWomen.TherearethetabloidsthatUncle

BennyreadsandthatlittleDelloves,too,andtherearethenewspapers,liketheJubileeHerald-

Advance,thathermotherreads.HerUncleCraigkeepslockedboxesfullofpreciousnewspaper

clippingsthatwillhelphimwritehishistory.Delherselfreadsmagazinearticles,suchastheone

bya“famousNewYorkpsychiatrist.”TherearetheBibleshergrandmotherwantsthelocalpoor

mantoread,theencyclopediashermotherwantsthefarmfamiliestobuy,andthenursing

textbooksNaomi’smotherwantsnoonetoread.ThereistheBookofCommonPrayer,andthere

arethehymnssungatchurch,athome,atfuneralsandrevivals,andtherearechildren’s

folksongssunginthestreet.ThereisevenapatrioticschoolsongthatDelteachesUncleBenny.

Thereisthelibrary,whereWutheringHeights,TheLifeofCharlotteBronte,Kristen

Lavransdatter,LookHomeward,Angel,andTennysonandBrowningare“worldsofcreation.”

ThereareDel’sfather’scopiesofH.G.Wells’sOutlineofHistoryandRobinsonCrusoeandalso

hisJamesThurber;thereisAddie’sTennyson,thegifttoherfromMissRush.ThereistheKing

ArthurintheGradeSevenReader,thereisBrowningintheUniversityexam.

Delisnottheonlyreader:hermotherfavorsreadingthatmakesherthink,likethe

magazinearticle“HeirsoftheLivingBody”thatproposedthathumanorganscouldbe

transplanted.OneyearAddiejoinedaGreatBooksdiscussiongroup,andthenextyearenrolled
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inacorrespondencecourseonthe“GreatThinkersofhistory.”Incontrast,Del’sfatherpreferred

toreadthesamebooksoverandover,likepersonalbibles.UncleBennypreferredthetabloids.

Fern,theboarder,hasastashofsexualhow-toloreandalittlecollectionofsalacious

verselike“TheLamentoftheTruckdriver.”Delherselfprefersthelibrary—shetellsus:“Iwas

happyinthelibrary.”Thisiswhereshecouldreadanadventureaboutanorphanedbaby(The

WinningofBarbaraWorth),aswellasaNorwegianepicbyNobelPrizewinnerSigridUndset.

Writingaboundsinmanyformsinthisbook.UncleBennywantstowritealetter,buthe

hastoaskDeltowriteit,becausehecan’twrite.ThereisUncleBenny’swife,whocanbarely

write,butmanagestogetalettertohimaftershehasrunaway,asking,notforforgiveness,but

forherfavoriteyellowsweater.Del’sclassmateFrankWalescannotspellbutcansinglikean

angel.Del’smotherwrites“op-ed”piecesforthepaperandadvocatesthingslikefreebirth

controlforeveryone.Shealsowritesromanticdescriptionsforthepaper,essaysshesigns

“PrincessIda.”

Addiedoesthecrosswordpuzzles,andsheconcoctswritinggamesforherladies’tea

party.Astownclerk,UncleCraigwritesdocumentslikelicenses,buthealsowritesfamilytrees

andlocalhistory,bothofwhichstrikeDelaslifeless.ThereareUncleCraig’ssisterswhotell

stories.UncleBillwrites,too;hewritesawillinwhichheleavesabequestof$300tohissister,

bloodmoney,really,meanttoerasethedamagehe’ddoneasanadolescent,whenhe’dabused

Addieinthebarn.Therearetwoimportantsermons:onebytheAnglicanministeronEaster

Sunday,theonethatmakesnosensetoDel,andisthebeginningoftheendofherexperiment
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withreligion;andonetherevivalistgivesaboutthesinnercrossingabovethefiresofhellona

ropebridge,thethreadsofthebridgebeingcontinuallynickedbythesinner’ssins.Andthereis

Delherself,knowntobeagreatessaywriter.GhastlyMr.Chamberlainwriteslovelettersof

somesorttoFern.

Thehighschool“writes”maximsontheschoolroomwallslike“TimeandEnergyaremy

Capital;ifISquanderthem,IshallgetnoOther.”AndDelwritesanovelandlocksitupinher

uncle’slockbox,havingstashedheruncle’suselessclippingsandthousandpagesofmanuscript

inthebasement.SucharethelayersofthoughtinreadingandwritinginLivesofGirlsand

Women,heldstillandheldalltogether,ordinaryandradiantand—mostofall—believable.

UNIT–IV

FICTION

MEENAALEXANDER’SNAMPALLYROAD

NampallyRoad”isthefirstnovelof39-year-oldMeenaAlexander,whowasbornin

IndiaandnowlivesinNewYork,wheresheteachesinseveralwritingprograms.Alexanderhas

publishedthreevolumesofpoemsandacriticalstudy,“WomeninRomanticism:Mary

Wollstonecraft,DorothyWordsworthandMaryShelley.”Theheroineofherfirstpieceoffiction

isa25-year-oldwomanjustreturnedfromgraduateschoolinEnglandtohernativeHyderabad.

MiraKannadical’sfavoritepoetisWordsworth.LikeAldousHuxley,whodoubtedthat



GOVERNMENTARTSANDSCIENCECOLLEGE,KOVILPATTI–628502

PGDEPARTMENTOFENGLISH

STUDYMATERIALFORIIIB.AENGLISH

WOMEN’SWRITING

SEMESTER–V,ACADEMICYEAR2020-21

30

thegreatRomantic’sbenignviewofnaturewouldstandupinthecarnivoroustropics,Mirais

movedtowonderaboutthefateofWordsworth’ssolitaryspiritintheteeminglandofIndia.

EvenasshetriestoteachherclassthevalueofWordsworth’sfocusontheindividualmind,

Mira’sownattentionisdistractedbytheturmoilinthestreetsaroundher.A peaceful

demonstrationbyorange-vendorshasbeenbrutallyputdown.Ayoungwomanisrapedandher

boyfriendmurderedbypolicemenwhothrowherintojailtocoveruptheircrimes.Andtopaper

overthemiseryandabusesofpower,thechiefministerofthestateisorganizingamassive

festivaltocelebratehisdespoticregimeasashininglightofprogress.Asifitwerenotenough

thattheurgencyofpublicandpoliticallifeseemstopushWordsworthtothemarginofthe

picture,MiraisalsodisturbedbythethoughtthatpoliticalbigliesarethedarksideofRomantic

mythmaking.

Mira’sownambitionistobeawriter,butherlover,Ramu,isscornfulaboutherliterary

effortsandurgeshertodevoteherselftopoliticsasferventlyashedoes.Aseasonedveteranof

theprotestsagainstIndiraGandhi’sstate-of-emergencycrackdowns,RamushowsMiraaworld

ofmiseryandinjusticeshecannotdeny.Sheshareshisoutrage;furthermore,sheloveshim.But

thesightoftheabusedvictimsmakesMiralongforsomethingbeyondpoliticalactionthatshe

candotofathomtheirsufferingandeasetheirpain.

WhileRamupromisesthatthepeoplewillriseuptoavengeRameeza,therapevictim,

Mirasensesthatthewomanisstrugglingwithapaintoodeeptobetouchedbyhiswords,too

deeptobeexpressedinherownwords.Whensheisgivenpaperandapencil,sheshakily
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proceedstodrawapyramidofstones--whichMirabelievesistheverysameimagethathasbeen

hauntingherownnightmaresoflate:stonesofhumanfleshformingapyramid,withwaterrising

allaround.A statueofMahatmaGandhistandstomemorializethespiritoftheIndian

independencemovement.ButinMira’sandRamu’seyes,theleadersofthenewIndiahavemore

incommonwiththemegalomaniacNizamofHyderabad,whoforcedslavestodiveintoboiling

watertoretrievepearls.Againstthisspiritofavarice,gaudinessandwantoncrueltyMirasetsthe

gentle,almostunnoticedspiritofDurgabai,familiarlycalled“LittleMother,”adoctorwho

ministerstothepoor.

TheactualmotherofafellowstudentofMira’s,LittleMotherhasinvitedMiratostay

withherinherhouseonNampallyRoad.LittleMotherlaborsmightily,workingdayinandday

outtosavelives,butthere’sonlysomuchthatshecando.Thisveryshortnoveltacklesa

numberofseriousandcomplexthemeswithoutreachinganyneatconclusions.AlthoughMira’s

attachmenttoLittleMotherandhersympathyforthebrutalizedRameezaseemtobesettingher

ontheroadtofull-fledgedfeminism,Ramustillisportrayedappealingly,evenwhenheisathis

mostarrogant.Mira’sliteraryambitionsandheraffinityforWordsworthseemtohavesome

relationshiptoheremergingpowersofempathyforotherhumanbeings,butnothingmore

explicitorconclusiveismadeofthis.Thus,forallthepowerofAlexander’sportrayalofthe

harshworldherheroineinhabits,thereisatentative,refreshinglymodestqualityaboutthisbook

thatmovesonetorespectitshonestyevenwhenit’spacingfaltersoritsfocusblurs.
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UNIT-V

DRAMA

SUZAN-LORIPARKS’TOPDOG/UNDERDOG

Topdog/UnderdogisaPulitzerPrize-winningplaybySuzan-LoriParksthatpremiered

onBroadwayin2002andtheWestEndinLondon.Parks,alsotherecipientofaMacArthur

FellowshipGeniusGrant,wasthefirstAfrican-AmericanwomantowinthePulitzerPrize.She

wasaprotégéofwriterandtheoristJamesBaldwin.Theinitialoff-BroadwayshowstarredDon

Cheadle(Booth)andJeffreyWright(Link).TheBroadwaycastoftheshow,directedbyGeorge

C.Wolfe,featuredhip-hopartistMosDeftakingovertheroleofBooth.
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TheplayisabouttwoAfrican-Americanbrothers,Lincoln(nicknamedLink)andBooth.

TheirfatherthoughtthattherelationshipbetweenJohnWilkes-BoothandPresidentAbraham

Lincolnwouldbeafunnyjoke.Thechoiceofnamingthechildrenforanassassinandhistarget

foreshadowshowtumultuoustherelationshipbetweenLinkandBoothwouldbecome.Both

brotherswereabandonedbytheirparentsandhavedependedoneachotherforsurvivalsince

theywereteens.Link,theolderofthetwobrothers,wasamasterofThree-CardMonte.

Three-CardMonteisacardgameusuallyusedbyconfidencementotrickplayersinto

bettingonwhethertheycouldidentifyatargetcardfromthreepossiblecardchoices.Linkretired

fromtheconafterafriendwaskilledduringagame.Hefoundhonestworkatacarnival,

ironically,impersonatingAbrahamLincoln.Peoplewouldpaytowalkupbehindhimandshoot

him.AlthoughBoothistheyoungerbrother,heishighlyopinionatedandhasfollowedinhis

brother'sfootstepsasaconman.HeisworkingtowardbeingthebestThree-CardMonteplayer

ever.Heisalsoapettythiefwhostealsfromareastores.

ThefirsthalfoftheplayfocusesonBooth,whoistryingtoconvinceLinktoleavehis

jobatthecarnivalandgetbacktohustlingThree-CardMonte.BooththinksthatsinceLinkisa

bettercardplayerthanheis,theycanworktogethertomakeevenmoremoney.Welearnthat

Boothwasrecentlykickedoutbyhisex-wifeCookie,andislivingwithhisbrother.Hislife

consistsofhustlingandenjoyingalifeofpleasurewhilereminiscingabouthischildhood.Link

doesn'tlikehisbrother'slazinessorcareerpath.Thisdisconnectisthecauseforthemajorityof

theirconflict.MostofwhatBoothwantsforthefutureistiedtogettingLinkawayfromthe
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carnivalandbackinthecardgame.

Themajorissuesseemtocometoaheadandreachresolutioninthesecondhalfofthe

play.Boothgetsstoodupbyawomanthathehasbeenseeingandgetshustledbyhisbrother

Link.Allofthesethingsseemtopushhimovertheedge,andinarage,Boothkillsthembothat

theendoftheplay.ThereareafewmajorthemesthatParksdealswithinTopdog/Underdog;

however,theoverarchingthemeisraceandclassinAmerica.AlthoughbothLinkandBoothare

African-American,theyarenamedafteranassassinatedUSPresidentwhobroughtanendto

slavery,andhisassassin.


